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Synopsis

From the New York Times bestselling author of the LegendA A seriesA A | am tired of being used,
hurt, and cast aside.Adelina Amouteru is a survivor of the blood fever. A decade ago, the deadly
illness swept through her nation. Most of the infected perished, while many of the children who
survived were left with strange markings. AdelinaA¢a -4,¢s black hair turned silver, her lashes
went pale, and now she has only a jagged scar where her left eye once was. Her cruel father
believes she is a malfetto, an abomination, ruining their familyA¢a -4,¢s good name and standing
in the way of their fortune. But some of the feverA¢a -a,¢s survivors are rumored to possess more
than just scarsA¢a -4 «they are believed to have mysterious and powerful gifts, and though their
identities remain secret, they have come to be called the Young Elites.Teren Santoro works for the
king. As Leader of the Inquisition Axis, it is his job to seek out the Young Elites, to destroy them
before they destroy the nation. He believes the Young Elites to be dangerous and vengeful, but
itA¢a -4,¢s Teren who may possess the darkest secret of all.Enzo Valenciano is a member of the
Dagger Society. This secret sect of Young Elites seeks out others like them before the Inquisition
Axis can. But when the Daggers find Adelina, they discover someone with powers like

theyA¢a -a,¢ve never seen.Adelina wants to believe Enzo is on her side, and that Teren is the true
enemy. But the lives of these three will collide in unexpected ways, as each fights a very different
and personal battle. But of one thing they are all certain: Adelina has abilities that shouldnA¢a -4,¢t
belong in this world. A vengeful blackness in her heart. And a desire to destroy all who dare to cross

her.A A ltis my turn to use. My turn to hurt.
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Customer Reviews

After enjoying Marie Lu’s Legend series, | was excited to dive into The Young Elites. The story
opens with Adelina Amouteru, a survivor of the blood fever. Once considered a beautiful and
desirable girl her father could marry off, Adelina was marked by the blood fever. Her dark hair
turned silver and she lost her eye to the fever, only leaving a scar on her face. Her father has since
never treated her as well as her sister, Violetta and constantly reminds her that she is marked, a
malfetto. A series of events and a betrayal from her family leads Adelina straight to the Young

Elites, a group of survivors of the blood fever with special abilities. As Adelina delves deeper into the
world of the Young Elites she discovers her own powers and considers the trustworthiness of this
new group.While the premise wasn’t incredibly original to me, Adelina was the character who
intrigued me. How many books have you read with a character who imagines such a bloodthirsty,
violent revenge? In my case, not many. Adelina wants those who wronged her to suffer and she
does not imagine any mercy. Adelina is dark, villainous and yet | rooted for her the entire book, even
if it made me slightly uncomfortable to do so at times. Throughout the book it is hinted that she has
a’darkness’ in her and that she can’t be trusted. While we only got a glimpse of this power, it is both
intriguing and powerful, and Adelina relishes the power she possess.Like | mentioned above, the
idea of a world catastrophe with emerging young people with strange powers is a trope I've seen
before. It also happens to be one of my favorite tropes because | am a sucker for discovering all
these characters with unique powers. Some can control elements like fire and wind, while some can
make objects disappear and reappear in another location. While | don’t want to go into detail for
Adelina’s power, know that it is versatile, original and probably more powerful than we realize at this
point in the story so far.As far as supporting characters, there are a few important ones to note:Enzo
is the leader of the Dagger Society, or the group of Young Elites that Adelina discovers. Enzo is

distant, interesting and definitely has an agenda of his own. He is fascinated by Adelina’s powers,



despite repeated warnings that she could be dangerous. There is also a hint of attraction between
the two, but | had a hard time trusting his motivations. Adelina’s most important priority is herself, so
| couldn’t get too attached to other characters because | never knew when Adelina could turn on
them.Teren is a character | am excited to see more of. While him and Adelina are on opposing sides
of this story, | have a feeling he will be an important character in the series. He is responsible for
hunting down Adelina and the other Elites, but we soon learn he is harboring a secret of his
own.Violetta is Adelina’s sister and while their relationship is contentious at times, she is arguably
the only character Adelina has any feelings for at all. Unfortunately, Adelina has been hardened by
the harsh treatment in her childhood and the prejudice against her for being a malfetto has
hardened her heart. Violetta represents the only good part of Adelina that is left and | was pleasantly
surprised with her character arc in this book.The ending fell a little flat for me in terms of action, |
think | was just hoping for more. Although there were a few surprising twists and turns! | will
definitely be reading the next book because | need to know what happens to Adelina. Sure, she has
had a pretty terrible life so far, but she is going down a dark path and | personally can’t wait to see
where it leads. | love the idea of reading about an anti-hero! Adelina makes a lot of questionable
decisions throughout the book and it seems like she is starting to succumb to the call of her dark
power. Will she continue down this path? Will she get the revenge she desires? Or will Violetta

continue to be the voice of her conscience? | am excited to find out!

If | had to do a one worded review | would say this book is AWESOME! | am a huge fan of Marie Lu
and her writing. | love the way she quickly engages me into her stories. Her story telling is vivid, her
characters are ones | enjoy reading about, and the worlds she create are just as dangerous as they
are enticing. Marie Lu has yet again proved why she’s one of my favorite YA authors.First of all, let’s
talk characters. Lu is one of the few authors whom | feel has mastered the art of story telling from
multiple points of views. Not only does this enhance the reader’s ability to quickly become engaged
with the story, it allows readers to get to know the characters, understand their motives, and see all
sides of the story without hindering the story’s fluid plot line. Whether the characters are good or
not, | liked understanding where each character stood with all that is going on in The Young Elites’s
world. Each of their point of views add so much depth to the complex story, as well as to their over
all character development. It was interesting to see how certain events of their childhoods drove to
make the decisions they did, or believe certain ways. Their beliefs only fueled their stance on the
events taking place.The world building is awesome. Like with her previous series, Lu once again

ranks up there with authors who have this ability to create these incredible worlds that fuel the story.



Much like the characters, the world plays a huge rule in the story. | loved how vividly detailed her
story’s world is. It was incredibly easy for me to picture it in my mind as | was reading the book.
Bonus, the published book has a map! YES, a MAP! Y’all know how much | love maps in books.Lu’s
writing is flawless. The Young Elites is a book that hooked me from beginning to end. There is
adventure, magic, secrecy, betrayal, a hint of romance, plenty of danger and the kind of character
chemistry | love. You know the kind that makes you want to turn the pages faster just so you can
find out when the two characters finally kiss. YES, there is kissing! Don’t worry, there’s more to the
story than kissing. In fact, the romance in this story is not the main point of the story, and it'’s great!
There is so much going on, and so many other elements to this story. There’s good and evil,
darkness and a drive | got with all four of the characters, though | didn’'t necessarily agree with each
of their actions. The way in which Lu combined all her elements is perfection.l love it when | sit to
read a book, and become so engaged with the story that | don’t have time to wonder how much
longer do | have till the end nor do | want to skip to the end of the book. Don’t judge me, you guys
know those kind of books I'm talking about. The Young Elites is a book | really enjoyed reading. I'm
looking forward to seeing what Marie Lu has in store for her characters next. | need answers after
those shocking twists/reveals near the end of the book. Oh, and that ending.... if | could have the

sequel now please, that would be great. Thank you!

| bought this book after reading and enjoying the Legend series by Marie Lu. | thought the concept
of the novel had a lot of promise. People with powers against a backdrop of political and social
unrest, and a dark, conflicted main character? Sign me up.In the end, this did not turn out to be the
book | was hoping it was. | know, from reading Legend, that Lu can write, but everything | liked
about the Legend series was missing here. All characters, with the exception of Rafaele, were flat
and difficult to connect with. The narrator, Adelina, is not quite a part of the Young Elite group.
That's supposed to fuel the "conflict" here, but all it accomplished was distancing the reader from
the real conflict between the Elites and their oppressive society. The story would have been much
better served with a narrator who was in the thick of the action, instead of one dealing with deeply
personal struggles for the entire novel. If you're an X-Men fan, | wanted Adelina to be more of a
Magneto - someone with a noble goal who goes about it in ruthless, questionable ways.l won’t even
comment on the romance, since it wasn’t a significant part of the story to me. It could have been left
out and | wouldn’'t have missed it.The epilogue hints that the sequels may get more complex, but |
also feel like | know where the story is going. | think I'll pass on the future installments unless | have

nothing better to read (hah!)lf you want a conflicted hero, well developed character relationships, a



depraved ruler and a world in chaos, try the Throne of Glass series.
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